Role of radiation therapy for locally advanced and inflammatory carcinoma of the breast.
In patients with locally advanced or inflammatory breast cancer, irradiation and radical or modified radical mastectomy yield equivalent local-regional control. However, even when combined with modern chemotherapy, at least 30% of patients will suffer local-regional failure when only one local modality is used. Increased local control (to 85%-95%), with fewer complications, can be achieved when surgery and radiotherapy are combined.